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--Patrick Olmstead

2008 was a great year for the Class.  On a personal note, it has been gratifying to catch-up with so 
many classmates through LinkedIn and Face Book.  Additionally, Chris Paul has done an outstanding 
job on the Class Notes and keeping our Website updated.  

We are making great progress on our Reunion Planning, thanks to our volunteers on the Reunion 
Planning Committee.  We are very excited to present our ideas for our class-specific agenda (this is in 
addition to the University-sponsored agenda).  Thank you to Ruth (Hanlon) Beier who was able to line 
up Lou Holtz  to be our Friday night speaker for the Reunion.  She also has confirmed Father Ted 
Hesburgh  to celebrate our Class Mass. 

·  Hospitality Room Thursday through 
Sunday morning 

·  Thursday evening dinner for early 
arrivals 

·  Class Mass with Father Ted Hesburgh 
·  Friday night speaker, Lou Holtz 

·  Class Golf Outing 
·  Living Rosary to honor deceased 

classmates 
·  Renewal of marriage vows 
·  Class tent for Saturday night gathering 

If you have other ideas for Reunion Weekend (June 3-6, 2010) , would like to volunteer to assist with 
any of the projects, or would like to assist as a member of the Reunion Planning Committee, please 
contact Kathleen Piwko kpiwko@yahoo.com or Chris Broadhurst cmbroadhurst@comcast.net.  

Lastly, Bob Brutvan and I want to thank all of those classmates who are marking their donations 
payable to the Notre Dame Class of 1990.  That has helped our class Treasury grow.  Go Irish! 
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We have 100 tickets  available for our class, on a first-come, first-served basis.  If interested, please 
contact Chris Broadhurst via e-mail cmbroadhurst@comcast.net.  The cost will be face value (~$68) 
plus a separate $10 per ticket donation to the class treasury.  There will also be a class tailgate that 
day, for those interested.  
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The Class of 1990 has Reunion Sponsorship opportunities available for the Hospitality Room, the 
Thursday Night Dinner, Class Giveaway Items, the Class Golf Outing, the Cocktail Hour for Friday 
Night’s dinner, and other opportunities.  Please contact Bryan Rao at bry920@msn.com to discuss 
these sponsorship opportunities.  In addition, if you or your company would be able to donate items for 
our class giveaway or our silent auction, let Bryan know that as well.  

# ���� ) ��)*� � �
Page 2 – Requesting Information on Deceased Classmates  
Page 3 – An Interview with Dr. Emil T. Hofman  
Page 4 – Classmate Profile - Maria Milano 
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--Trisha (Power) Vankoski 

If you have visited the Notre Dame Class of 1990 website (http://1990.undclass.org/site), you have 
probably noticed the In Memoriam section.  The class of 1990 currently has 10 classmates who are 
deceased.  During the 2010 reunion, we would like to honor these classmates with pictures, stories, 
and any other memorabilia.  If you know any of these classmates and are willing to donate pictures or 
thoughts, please email them to trishavankoski@comcast.net.  We are especially looking for family email 
addresses, phone numbers, or home addresses to contact the individual’s family to also gather other 
pictures and their stories.  The University does not have this information.  The list of deceased 
me m b e rs  a n d  t h e i r  d o r m  n a m e  f o l l o ws .   T h a n k  yo u  i n  a d va n c e  f o r  y o u r  h e l p !

Jeffrey Alm , Morrissey Hall  
Susan Clements , Pasquerilla East 
Patrick Deviny , Stanford Hall 
Jeffrey Heilert , Cavanaugh Hall  
John Koch , Cavanaugh Hall  

David Lennon , Grace Hall  
Joseph McCarthy   
Martin Mullally , Flanner Hall  
Carlos Petrozzi   
Joseph Vierhile , Dillon Hall  
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If you have any digital photos from recent games you attended or times that you got together with fellow 
Domers, please forward them to Kathleen Piwko at kpiwko@yahoo.com.  If possible, we will include 
them in future newsletters or use them for our Reunion displays. 

 
A get together at the ND v. Purdue game includes 

classmates Bridget (Hayward) Kahle , Laura 
Hemler , John O’Loughlin , Elizabeth Jarvis and 

Mary Beth (Munhall) Jarvis   

 
Late Night at the ND v. Stanford tailgater are Class 
of 1990 Dillion Hall alums Mike Mohlenkamp  (l) and 
Bob McGuire  with Farley Alum Maureen (Murphy) 
Mohlenkamp  
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--Kathleen Fochler Piwko 

 

I recently checked in with Dr. Emil T. Hofman to ask him what he has been working on since 1990.  Our 
former Chemistry Professor and Dean of Freshman Year of Studies had just returned from a trip to 
Haiti, a trip he takes about four times each year.  At 88 he has some physical limitations due to his 
health, but he is still globetrotting, and holding office hours in front of the Dome, weather permitting. 
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Dr. Hofman shared a lot of information with me including a few personal anecdotes about his life.  He 
continues to be a wonderful storyteller and his rich life story would make a wonderful biography.  I was 
marveling at the story of a near fatal car accident in the late 1940’s that left Dr. Hofman unconscious for 
25 hours.  His injuries kept him in a Louisville hospital for 3 weeks.  An “angel of mercy” took care of 
him.  He tried to win this lovely nurse’s affections, but the nurse was much too professional to fall for a 
patient.  Five years later, Dr. Hofman was in Louisville for work and decided to try his luck at getting in 
touch with the nurse who meant so much to him.  Within two months, the future Mrs. Hofman and Dr. 
Hofman were engaged and they married later that same year.  This past year they celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary.  Dr. Hofman’s advice to any young hopeful bachelor is to propose at the Grotto.  
He says that, “Girls don’t say ‘no’ at the Grotto!” 
 
Our freshman year at ND was Dr. Hofman’s last year of teaching his famous Chemistry Seminar.  He 
taught 1,100 of us that year.  The registrar has estimated that he taught 32,000 students during his 
career.  He told me that two of his former students were Nobel Prize winners in medicine and one 
became an astronaut and many others went on to do other amazing things.  He also mentioned that he 
is particularly proud of the students that follow in the model of Our Lady by being good moms.  
 

 
Dr. Emil T. Hofman sitting with Bob (’84) & Kathlee n 
(’90) Piwko at his ‘office’ in front of the Adminis tration 
Building during a football weekend in 2003. 

I had always been curious as to how those 
famous Friday morning Chemistry quizzes 
began.  To my surprise, they had been part of 
his teaching standards since 1953.  The format 
of seven questions on a computer graded sheet 
may have evolved over the years, but for 30 + 
years, Thursday nights for freshman chemistry 
students were filled with studying chemistry.  
And that is actually how the tradition started.  In 
1953, Dr. Hofman was still single and ate out 
most nights.  He found that no matter where he 
went he always ran into his students.  So he 
devised a scheme that left him with at least one 
night a week where he could go out to dinner 
without seeing his students.  Thus, the brilliant 
invention of the Friday morning quiz! 

 
One of the lovely things I noticed in my conversation with Dr. Hofman is how much he continues to 
represent the spirit of Notre Dame.  He has remained active with the University in many ways.  He has 
hosted student send offs for years, some years up to 25 of them.  He and his wife also host alumni trips 
and have gone all over the world on ND Alumni Association trips.  He also continues to do service 
work.  For the last five years, he has been working closely with one of his former students Fr. Tom 
Streit, CSC.  Fr. Streit runs the UND Haiti Program.  The program’s goal is to try to eliminate lymphatic 
filariasis (LF), which manifests itself as elephantiasis.  (See http://haiti.nd.edu/index.html.)  Dr. Hofman 
goes to the region about four times a year.  
 
Talking with Dr. Hofman was truly a pleasure.  He is a charming and interesting man.  He has had more 
amazing life experiences than is almost believable.  I hope, if you find yourself on campus, you take the 
time to catch up with him.  You will have to catch him between trips to Haiti and elsewhere.  He will be 
off to Haiti again this spring.  Retiring doesn’t seem to be his thing.  He continues to give and to serve 
and in the shadow of the Dome, Dr. Hofman remains a shining example for us all. 
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by Bryan Rao 

 

Nestled in the tiny hamlet of Kewaunee, along 
Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan shoreline, the family 
owned and operated vineyard and winery, 
‘Parallel 44,’ has won over the hearts and 
minds of many a fine-wine connoisseur.  
Parallel 44’s story - its journey from inception to 
full operation - is the embodiment of Maria 
Milano , ‘90, and her husband Steve Johnson’s 
lifelong dream. 

Since Maria’s student days at Notre Dame (Government and Economics major and Farley Hall Alum) 
and Marquette Law, the idea of wine “entrepreneurialship” has always stayed with her.  However, as 
life-plans played out post-college, Maria’s career and role as a successful attorney, devoted wife, and 
mother of three took her to revisit her passion for wine-making, and wanting “something more” than 
practicing law.  Together with Steve and their children, Rachel, age 7, five year old twins Isaac and 
Allison, and other family members, they set out to realize this dream in the summer of 2007.  

“It was not a decision made lightly,” says Maria about contemplating the career change from attorneys-
at-law to wine smiths.  Parallel 44 is in full operation year round, and the grapes Maria and Steve have 
chosen to cultivate are of the most unique, hearty, and premium types.  Parallel 44’s name carries a 
geographic significance to Tuscany and Bordeaux as Kewaunee is situated on the same latitude.  With 
similar profiles in sun exposure and soil conditions, the intent was to produce wines comparable to their 
Italian and French counterparts. 

The story of how far Maria and Steve have come with Parallel 44 is a story of inspiration.  The effort 
and energy involved in maintaining a high standard in the wines they produce is beginning to pay off. 
Asked what advice Maria can offer to encourage career-changing types with entrepreneurial 
aspirations, “Definitely do it” she says, “life is too short to put off what you love to do and are passionate 
about, but be well planned and researched and follow through.” As with all businesses great or small, 
coupling calculated risks with one’s unwavering passion in doing what they love, might just yield 
enormous dividends in personal satisfaction.  Let’s raise a glass to Parallel44.  

To read more about Maria and Parallel 44’s story, visit their website at www.parallel44.com. 
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